The papers published in this issue reflect the concerns brought out for discussion in these annual panels of the CPA meetings and at meetings of the AP A where a similar Task Force has been in existence for a long time. By grouping these papers together into a Symposium we wish to stress the importance of the issues and to welcome further discussion in these areas.
E.P. Lester, M.D.
A TIME FOR CHANGE editorial board of the Journal is grateful and appreciative.
Psychiatry continues to hurtle from one era to another, from identity crisis to identity crisis. To our junior colleagues this may be uncomfortable and anxiety provoking. To those whose professional life has spanned one or more decades, such upheavals will not seem unusual.
Our new cover with its contemporary design and typography indicates the readiness of the Journal and the profession of psychiatry in Canada to chronicle the different facets of our field as they emerge in the 70s and 80s.
Our ties to the Canadian Psychiatric Association, which remains, of course, the publishers ofthe Journal, will be as close as ever and will be manifested within the pages of the Journal in many ways. For example, in this issue we publish one ofthe position papers on clinical issues adopted by the Association.
Both the profession and the Association have been well served by the "old" Journal. May the next twenty-three years bring as much success and progress.
E.K.
MESSAGE FROM THE CANADIAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION
As the Canadian Psychiatric Association nears its thirtieth birthday, its members can take satisfaction from its coming of age in several arenas. The national professional association of Canadian psychiatrists has become increasingly active and, I believe, increasingly of influence, in psychiatric matters of national and international significance.
One of the principal functions of our organization is educational, in the broadest sense. We want to educate ourselves with respect to current questions relating to clinical practice, basic research, relationships to medicine and to society. And so we require a forum for the presentation and the discussion of our work: in the first instance amongst ourselves, and in the second instance with psychiatrists in other countries. Similarly, we want our colleagues outside of Canada to be able to address Canadian psychiatrists, about their work and about ours. For all of these reasons the Canadian Psychiatric Association established a journal. As the Association has grown and developed, so has that Journal. At present that Journal has achieved the status of a significant voice for Canadian psychiatry. It is taking its place on the international scene as an important forum for Canadian psychiatry.
With this in mind, the Board of Directors agreed, with great pleasure, to the new title and cover of the J ourna\. As the Canadian Journal of Psychiatry -Revue Canadienne de Psychiatrie, it will continue to represent Canadian psychiatry around the world.
The Journal has editorial independence: its editors and the directors of the Association have always maintained close ties. This relationship will continue as before.
On behalf of the Board of Directors and the membership of the Association, I wish the Journal continued success and development.
Stanley E. Greben, M.D. Chairman Board of Directors
A CARD OF THANKS
As another year begins, looking back, the Editor feels the increased and surging activity of Canadian psychiatry has been reflected in the articles published in the pages of this Journal. There has been an impressive range of subjects, representing the breadth, interest and creativity of Canadian psychiatry, many articles receiving international recognition. To characterize the subject matter any further or to select individual articles would require too much space. Brevity however would produce invidious comparisons.
The Journal selects articles on the basis of scientific and scholarly merit. Readability continues to be a prime concern of the editors. Articles need to be published but also read. In psychiatry, particularly, subject matter alone does not guarantee readability.
